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Section 18s for rice, corn seed treatments





• Avipel liquid seed treatment and Avipel dry powder corn seed treatment manufactured by Arkion Life Sciences, LLC. Corn seed may be treated with Avipel prior to planting to repel blackbirds and crows.	


The Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce’s Bureau of Plant Industry has authority under Section 18 of FIFRA to obtain an exemption from EPA for a non-labeled used of a pesticide if significant losses of an agricultural commodity are likely and further alternative, labeled products are not available or effective.


The Bureau of Plant Industry is responsible for administration of these exemptions. Rice and corn producers can contact the Bureau at (662) 325-3390 or toll-free at (888) 257-1285.





Mississippi Agriculture Commissioner Lester Spell has announced Environmental Protection Agency approval of exemptions on two pesticides that will help rice and corn producers throughout the state protect crops from damaging pests.


The products receiving exemptions under Section 18 of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) are:


• Dermacor X-100 seed treatment manufactured by DuPont. Rice seed may be treated with Dermacor at a commercial seed treatment facility to control rice water weevil larvae, a destructive early season insect pest in Mississippi rice.





Most of those acres will come from reduced wheat, cotton and peanut plantings due to lower commodity prices and higher input costs for those crops, the economists said.


The economists said wheat planted area in 2009 is expected to decline 5.1 million acres to 58 million. Winter wheat seeded area is down 4.2 million acres due to lower prices, higher fertilizer costs and delays in fall harvesting. The majority of the decrease in winter wheat acres — 2.9 million — occurred in the soft red winter wheat states, which includes the Mid-South and Southeast where growers have been fighting basis problems for the past two harvests. 


If farmers plant 86 million acres of corn, as USDA expects, 2009 seedings will still be significantly higher than the late 1990s and early 2000s when plantings averaged just over 79 million acres. But they still pale in comparison to 2007’s 93 million acres.“Rising demand for corn to produce ethanol to meet the Renewable Fuel Standard is expected to increase corn use in 2009-10 and support corn prices, although at levels well below the highs set during the 2008 growing season,” economists said. 


“The sharp year-to-year drop in per-acre net returns for corn is expected to limit acreage expansion. Input costs, especially for fertilizer, have moderated, but remain historically high, making less input intensive crops such as soybeans a preferable alternative for producers, especially outside the higher-yielding Corn Belt states.”


The economists said rice planted acreage for 2009 is projected at 2.93 million acres, down from 70,000 acres in 2008. 
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USDA: 8.5 Million Acres of Cotton


By Elton Robinson, Farm Press Editorial Staff








In The News





USDA’s analysis assumes normal weather for the outlook, however, the National Weather Service’s mid-February Drought Monitor shows abnormally dry conditions in the Southeast, severe drought in the San Joaquin Valley, and abnormally dry to exceptional drought in the Southwest.


The NWS forecast is for drought conditions to persist in Texas and California’s San Joaquin Valley through the end of April. Since cotton is sometimes a preferred alternative for dry conditions, continued dryness could boost planted area, while also raising abandonment and reducing yields.


Thirteen million bales of production combined with current beginning stocks estimate of 7.7 million bales results in a U.S. cotton supply in 2009-10 of 20.7 million bales, the lowest since 1998-99.


U.S. domestic mill use is projected to rise marginally in 2009-10 to 4 million bales, consistent with the projected recovery in the domestic economy. While the long-term trend in U.S. mill use is lower, mill use will fall below trend in 2008-09 and thus could achieve a slight rebound next season as cotton use at the retail level is expected to rise.


U.S. exports are projected to decline slightly in 2009-10 to 11 million bales. The total U.S. cotton supply is projected nearly 2 million bales lower than 2008-09.


In addition, the United States is likely to lose market share as foreign suppliers such as India and Central Asia draw down the surplus stocks accumulated in 2008-09. Accordingly, the United States is projected to realize a more modest one-third share of world trade. The U.S. share of world exports is projected at its lowest level since 2000-01.


Based on these projections of supply and use, U.S. ending stocks will fall to 5.7 million bales, equivalent to 38 percent of total use, following three seasons with stocks-to-use ratios of 50 percent or higher.


With tighter stocks relative to use in both the United States and the world, the 2009-10 season average price received by farmers is forecast to rise about 9 percent to 55 cents per pound.








USDA analysts are projecting 2009 U.S. cotton plantings at 8.5 million acres, which is slightly higher than the 8.11 million acres projected by the National Cotton Council’s Annual Early Season Planting Intentions Survey, released Feb. 13.


In a report presented at the Agricultural Outlook Forum in Arlington, Va., in late February, USDA also estimated U.S. cotton production in 2008-09 at 13 million bales, compared with last season’s 19.2 million bales, the lowest production since 1989. If USDA’s acreage projection holds true, this would be the lowest planted area since 1983.


Cotton planted area fell 12.5 percent in 2008, including reductions of about 30 percent in the Delta and West, while the Southeast reduced acres by 15 percent. Most of the decrease is attributed to higher prices for corn, soybeans and wheat in combination with higher input prices that affect cotton more than most other crops.


Since the NCC survey, prices for grains and soybeans have decreased, while cotton prices have shown considerable volatility, and have recently moved lower. The fluctuations in price signals to producers, combined with uncertain weather — particularly the dry conditions in Texas — suggest greater than normal uncertainty as the 2009 planting season approaches.


Harvest futures prices in mid-February for corn were $4 a bushel and for soybeans, $9 a bushel. Those prices are below a year ago, but remain favorable relative to cotton at 50 cents per pound. While winter wheat acreage in Texas was higher than a year ago, dry conditions there may result in cotton following failed wheat if adequate moisture does not materialize.


On March 31, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service will provide its first survey-based producer intentions for 2009 crop acreage.


USDA’s projected production of 13 million bales is based on average abandonment of about 9.5 percent, and a national yield of 810 pounds per harvested acre. Abandonment in 2008 was unusually high and yields were lower than in 2007 due to difficult growing conditions, especially in Texas. In addition to assumed normal weather, 2009 yields are likely to remain even with the 2008-crop yields due to proportionally larger reductions in planted area for the two highest-yielding regions, the Delta and the West.

















Lower Grain Prices Squeeze Acres Out of Production


By Forrest Laws, Farm Press Editorial Staff








U.S. farmers could plant 3.8 million fewer acres of corn, soybeans and wheat in 2009-10 as dramatically lower commodity prices and higher input costs force them to rethink the scale of their operations.


USDA’s Wheat, Feed Grains Rice and Oilseeds Interagency Commodity Estimates Committee says combined U.S. plantings of corn, soybeans and wheat could drop to 221 million acres, which would be down 3.8 million from last year’s 24-year high.


“Declines in wheat seeding will more than offset an expected 1.3-million-acre increase in combined corn and soybean planted area,” the committee said at the Agricultural Outlook Forum in Arlington, Va. The committee includes members from USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Economic Research Service, Farm Service Agency and Foreign Agricultural Service.


The committee said the 2009-10 outlook is driven by declining prices for grains and oilseeds and an overall less favorable net return outlook for those crops than a year ago when futures prices hit record levels.


“Area planted to the major crops is expected to decrease with prices well below record levels experienced during the spring and summer of 2008,” the forecast said. “Wheat production is projected lower with less winter wheat seeded last fall, expectations for lower spring wheat seeding and a decline in yield from last year’s record.”


USDA economists said 2009 plantings of corn are likely to remain unchanged at 86 million acres while farmers could increase soybean planted area by 1.3 million acres to 77 million, which would be a record.








MAIC would like to thank the following companies for their financial sponsorship of our Web site and newsletter:


Agriliance, Bayer, CPS, DOW, Delta Pine, Helena and Pioneer





2009 has officially started. Burndown is going out, wheat is being fertilized and corn planters are rolling. We are all hoping that the growers have a successful season with good weather and commodity prices. Even with the current situation of the economy, I think that production agriculture is still the best place to be because the products that our customers produce will be in great demand as we see the world population grow.


The annual legislator’s dinner was February 16th at the Farmer’s Market in Jackson. Attendance was great once again with 60 in attendance. Thanks to Butch for a great job of preparation for the gathering and to Pat Woods for his help on making sure that the invitations were sent to everyone. We would also like to thank the MS Seedsman’s group for co-sponsoring this event with us.


 The Crop College was held February 17th – 19th at Bost Extension Center on the MSU campus. This was the first joint session that included the MWSS, MEA and MAPAN. The initial plan is to alternate meeting sites between Starkville and Stoneville. Attendance was good this year and as usual, Larry Oldham had a great program for all – thanks Larry! We are certainly glad that MAIC is a co-sponsor for this meeting that provides the support to our industry in the way of CEU’s for the Certified Crop Advisor program.


We are looking forward to our next board meeting to be held in Starkville on April 16. After our business session, we will adjourn to Harvey’s for our luncheon and the presentation of the annual scholarships to two deserving students. Board members – please mark your calendars and plan to attend. All others, please encourage anyone you know to inquire about these scholarships.


On a final note, the annual convention dates are set at Perdido Beach for July 21st – 25th. Please make plans to joins us, and bring a friend! Registration packets are available on the web site at www.maicms.org





 Brett Dixon        














